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@ LANSA

Leveraging Agriculture for
Nutrition in South Asia

Welcome to LANSA e-newsletter presenting updates from South Asia!

HIGHLIGHTS:

* LANSA research and research uptake showcased @ANH Academy Week, Ghana
* Read our new open access journal publications, LANSA working papers, policy
briefs and research briefs

* LANSA high level meetings in focus countries

Please use social media icons below to share LANSA South Asia news.
Happy Reading!
*PHOTO CREDITS: LANSA, CSSR

** Photo Courtesy: Dr. Siddharth Waghulkar, Nutrition Officer, WFP

LANSA news

LANSA work in India shared at
high-level Chennai consultation

Vice President of India, Venkaiah Naidu at the
MSSRF National Consultation on Leveraging
Agriculture for Nutrition, Chennai on July 29,
flagged by high-level dignitaries from Agriculture
Ministries of TamilNadu & Odisha, also IAS
officers from government departments among

others, where Dr RV Bhavani presented

research findings on LANSA work in India.

BRAC conducts concluding
seminar on LANSA research

On July 23, Leveraging Agriculture for Nutrition in
Bangladesh seminar was held at BRAC Dhaka
with Fazle Wahid Khondaker, Additional
Secretary Research Agriculture Ministry and high

level dignitaries - Dr Samir Kanti Sarker, Director,
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+ What can governments o fo create an enabling environment for
private sector actors to do more fo ensure access to nutritious
foods and healthy diets?

* How can govemments, private sector, and practitioners support

support farmers to shift away from a heavy focus on staple cereal

®  production towards a more diversified food system which includes

Institute of Public Health and Nutrition & Dr Lalita
Bhattacharjee, Senior Nutritionist FAO speaking,
and chaired by Dr Imran Matin, BRAC Institute of

Governance & Development.

LANSA hosts Asia-Africa
science-policy session @ ANH

LANSA hosted a science-to-policy plenary

session at the 39 Agriculture, Nutrition and
Health (ANH)_Academy Week in Accra, Ghana
on June 28. During the conference, LANSA
research was shared with wide audiences

via oral and poster presentations.
LANSAResearch Uptake also co-hosted

the evidence for policy uptake communications

learning lab.

SAFANSI Roundtable at Sri
Lanka - opportunity for LANSA

RV Bhavani, LANSA’s Program Manager,
moderated ‘How are different sectors working
together to create demand for nutritious food?’
with participation from Health Ministry Maldives,
GloPan, BRAC Bangladesh and Keells
Supermarket chains SriLanka at Putting the Lens
on the Consumer in Nutrition-Sensitive
Agriculture and Food Systems in South

Asia roundtable on June 25-26 in Colombo.

LANSA peer reviewed papers

1. Factors which may limit the value of dietary
diversity and its association with nutritional
outcomes in preschool children in high burden
districts of India 2. How can health, agriculture
and economic policy actors work together to
enhance the external food environment for fruit
and vegetables? A qualitative policy analysis in
India 3. Effect of Agricultural Seasons on Energy
Intake: Evidence from Two Agro-Ecologically

Different Rural Districts of India
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LANSA input in Pakistan policy
and research documents

National Commission on the Status of

Womenwill launch the Annual Status of Women
Report in collaboration with UN Women Pakistan,
and will include key findings/initial analysis from
LANSA'sWomen’s Work and Nutrition (WWN)

study. Earlier, LANSA contributed written inputs
on nutrition to the Agha Khan University’s report

on progress on Sustainable Development Goals.

LANSA work at SDG 2 Roadmap
Framework Workshop in India

A multi-sectoral stakeholder Workshop on SDG
2 - 'Agriculture and Doubling Farmers’ Income to
Ensure Healthy Food for All' was held on May 8
at New Delhi, and RV Bhavani, Project Manager,
LANSA -MSSRF discussed insights from LANSA
research on the role of Millets in improving food

and nutrition security in India. **

New LANSA working papers

1. Effectiveness of the value chain of an agri-food

product in reaching low income consumers: a

business case study of Amulspray 2. The role of

irrigation in enabling dietary diversity in

Afghanistan 3. A value-chain perspective on

wheat flour fortification in Pakistan 4. Can

business-driven fortified foods reach nutritionally

vulnerable households? A case study of tiger

biscuits 5. Analysing Pakistan’s Modern Dairy

Value-Chain Innovation 6. Crop Diversity, Dietary

Diversity and Nutritional Outcome in Rural

Bangladesh: Evidences from VDSA Panel

Household Surveys 7. Supplementary Nutrition

Programme under ICDS: Case Study of

Telangana and Tamil Nadu

LANSA findings in India shared
at MSSRF Dialogue on Millets

MSSRF is organised a three-day Dialogue on
Millets, Monsoon and Market from April 15-17
that was attended by leading researchers,
policymakers, local practitioners and private

sector. RV Bhavani Project Manager, LANSA-
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MSSRF presented insights from LANSA India

research on nutrition security using Millets.
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Gender research under LANSA
shared at various conferences

At the Conference on Technological
Empowerment of Women commemorating the
IWD2018, Nitya Rao - LANSA's gender crosscut

lead, presented on Women in Agriculture and

Nutrition: Prospects and challenges for gender

equality. She also spoke at the International
Conference on Critical Public Health
Consequences of Double Burden of Malnutrition
and Changing Food Environment in South and
South East Asia held on March 29.

LANSA holds several high-level FSN
consultations in India

Multi-sectoral stakeholder consultations onFarming
System for Nutrition approach and model where held

in Koraput, Wardha,Bhubaneswar and Pune with District

Collectors, Development Commissioner cum Additional
Chief Secretary Odisha, Director ICAR-ATARI, MCAER
officials, etc., also several participants from academia

and research institutions.

MSSRF Water Consultation puts
spotlight on agricultural needs

Nitin Jairam Gadkari, Minister Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, and
Road Transport & Highways, and Shipping, Govt
of India, delivered the inaugural address at
MSSRF Chennai on August 7. Dr. Harsh Kumar
Bhanwala - NABARD, NH Shivashankara Reddy,

Minister Agriculture Govt of Karnataka, Rajiv
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Mittal, MD-Group CEO - VA Tech Wabag Ltd.

were the other dignitaries. Read more here.

New FAO Publication ‘Future
Smart Food’

On 12 April 2018, the Executive Summary of
Future Smart Food: Rediscovering hidden
treasures of neglected and underutilized species
for Zero Hunger in Asia was launched at the
Ministerial Roundtable on Zero Hunger during the
Thirty-fourth FAO Regional Conference for Asia
and the Pacific in Nadi, Fiji. Read full

summaryhere.

Upcoming events

SDG-Conference: Towards Zero Hunger - Partnerships for impact
Wageningen, the Netherlands from August 30-31, 2018. See Details here.

3rd International conference on Agricultural and Food Sciences (Agripace 2018)
Bangkok, Thailand from November 26-28, 2018. See Details here.

13th Asian Maize Conference and Expert Consultation

Ludhiana, India from October 8-10, 2018. See Details here.
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